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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0178 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, ET US 

SUBJECT: REACTION TO USG SUSPENSION OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

1 . BOTH ERITREANS AND ETHIOPIANS IN ASMARA HAVE HEARD OF THE USG 
DECISION TO SUSPEND MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO ETHIOPIA VIA INTERNATIONAL 
SHORTWAVE BROADCASTS, EITHER FROM BBC OR VOA. ALTHOUGH THERE 

HAS BEEN NO MENTION OF THIS ACTION BY ETHIOPIAN MEDIA, AND NO 
CORRESPONDING REACTION BY THE EPMG, THE WORD OF THE SUSPENSION 
OF ARMS AID WAS RAPIDLY DISSEMINATED IN ASMARA. REACTION FROM THE 
ERITREANS WAS PREDICTABLE; THEY ARE EXTREMELY PLEASED AT THE 
GESTURE, AND, WHEN COMBINED WITH THE SUDANESE COMMITMENT TO THE 
ERITREAN CAUSE, THEY ARE ALL THE MORE CONVINCED THAT THE SUCCESS 
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OF THE ERITREAN CAUSE IS ASSURED. 

2. WHAT IS NOT GRASPED BY THE ERITREANS AT THIS POINT IS THAT 

THE DECISION ONLY TERMINATES GRANT MAP AS OF THE END OF THE CURRENT 
FY, AND WILL NOT EFFECT CASH OR CREDIT FMS TRANSACTIONS. WHEN THIS 
BECOMES GENERAL KNOWLEDGE WE ANTICIPATE THAT THE ERITREANS' 
PRESENT EUPHORIA WILL RAPIDLY DISSIPATE. ON MARCH 3, VOICE OF 
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THE ERITREAN REVOLUTION FROM OMDURMAN RADIO REPORTED THAT DESPITE 
SECRETARY VANCE'S ANNOUNCEMENT OF A CUTOFF OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
TO ETHIOPIA, SOME 17 U.S. HELICOPTERS RECENTLY ARRIVED IN MASSAWA. 
WHILE THIS REPORT IS SPECIOUS, IT IS INDICATIVE OF THE 
CLOSE ATTENTION THE INSURGENTS GIVE IN TRYING TO MONITOR U.S. 

MILITARY ASSISTANCE. 

3. PERHAPS THE MOST SURPRISING REACTION TO THE USG ACTION WAS 
VOLUNTEERED BY SEVERAL SECOND DIVISION OFFICERS WHO APPLAUDED 
THE CUTOFF AND NOTED THAT IT WAS LONG OVERDUE. AN ASSESSMENT 
OF THIS REACTION INDICATES THAT IT STEMS NOT FROM TREASON OR 
EXTREME DISAFFECTION, BUT FROM A SENSE OF OUTRAGED PROFESSION- 
ALISM. THESE PARTICULAR OFFICERS EITHER TRAINED IN THE U.S. OR 
HAVE HAD A CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH AMERICAN OFFICERS, AND THEY ARE 
INDIGNANT AT THE TREATMENT METED OUT TO THE USG IN RECENT PAST 
IN REPAYMENT FOR LONG-STANDING U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE. WHILE 
THESE FEW OUTSPOKEN OFFICERS MAY REPRESENT A CERTAIN SEGMENT 
OF THE ETHIOPIAN OFFICER CORPS, IT IS CLEAR THAT THEY ARE NOT 
IN A POSITION EITHER BY NUMBERS OR INFLUENCE TO REVERSE CURRENT 
EPMG POLICY. 
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